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T h e U.S. N a t i o n a ! W o m e n ' s

t e a m s h o w e d w h y they are c o n s i -
de red one o f t he t o p sides in the

w o r l d w h e n they beat t he C a n a -
d i a n W o m e n 22-3. T h e U.S. used

a c o m b i n a t i o n of w e a p o n s t o

d o w n a w o r t h y o p p o n e n t and in
t h e process d e l i g h t e d a n en thus i -
ast ic c r o w d o f o v e r 4,000 at
R o y a l A t h l e t i c Pa rk .

T h e m a t c h was the f i rs t in te r -
n a t i o n a l f o r b o t h teams a n d a
c e l e b r a t i o n f o r a l l w h o have

p l a y e d a p a r t in t he d e v e l o p m e n t
o f w o m e n ' s r u g b y in N o r t h

A m e r i c a . T h e p l a y e r s themse lves
p r o v e d f u l l y c o m m i t t e d t o t h i s
f i r s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l game, and

r e s p o n d e d to the o p p o r t u n i t y b y
d i s p l a y i n g t h e i r c o n s i d e r a b l e
sk i l l s in a w e l l - p l a y e d and en te r -
t a i n i n g match .

In the end, t he U.S. w a s the

s t r o n g e r side, as w a s l a r g e l y
e x p e c t e d . T h e i r b a c k l i n e w a s fast
a n d p o w e r f u l , espec ia l l y in t he
cen te rs , whe re T r a c y H e n d e r s o n
o f t he N e w Or leans H a l f m o o n s
a n d C a n d i O r s i n i o f F l o r i d a

State m a k e a t r u l y f o r m i d a b l e
m i d f i e l d c o m b i n a t i o n .

In the f o r w a r d s , th ings w e r e
s u p p o s e d t o be m o r e e q u a l a n d ,

indeed, t he C a n a d i a n pack , a b l y
a s s i s t e d b y t h e i r t e n a c i o u s
s c r u m h a l f C o r r i n e S k r o b o t , was

a b l e t o w i n bal l in the f i rs t h a l f .
G r a d u a l l y , h o w e v e r , t he U . S .
f o r w a r d s became d o m i n a n t , and

i n the second spel l , p r o v i d e d the
possession t o p u l l away.

I s t H a l f
T h e U . S . A . k i cked o f f a n d the

o p e n i n g e x c h a n g e s c l e a r l y
revea led the respec t i ve strategies
o f t he t w o sides: C a n a d a t r i ed to

keep the b a l l in t i g h t w i t h the
f o r w a r d s , w h i l e t he U.S. w o m e n

l o o k e d f o r q u i c k bal l t o s p i n ou t
wide.

U. S. f l y h a l f T a n y a F r y kep t
C a n a d a p inned w i t h k i c k i n g , a n d
t h e n o f f a s to len l i n e o u t she gave
t o H e n d e r s o n , w h o sk ipped
O r s i n i ou t to w i n g T o n y M i s k o .
M i s k o b r o k e a n d t h e n fed the

l o o p i n g O r s i n i f o ra beau t i f u l r u n
t o the C a n a d a l - y a r d line.
S h o r t l y the rea f te r , a U . S . k n o c k -
o n a l l o w e d C a n a d a t o clear.

S o o n af te r , t he U S A w a s

a w a r d e d the f i rs t p e n a l t y o f t he
m a t c h and c h o s e t o r u n it. T h e

bal l w a s d u m m i e d t o the c h a r g -
i n g f o r w a r d s and sen t q u i c k l y
ou t to O r s i n i w h o b r o k e again

o n l y t o m iss c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h
M i s k o o n the outs ide.

U n i t e d Sta tes N a t i o n a l T e a m

22-3. ( P h o t o - C o n t e y )

T h e U.S. s p e n t t he f i rs t 2 0
minu tes a t t a c k i n g relent lessly in
the C a n a d i a n end bu t came away
w i t h n o po in ts t o s h o w f o r it.

Then p l a y star ted t o f l o w the
o t h e r way. T h e Uni ted States
w a s h a v i n g t r o u b i e in the
l i n e o u t s , and the i r o p p o n e n t s
seized the in i t i a t i ve . Canada?s #8

and cap ta i n , S tephan ie Whi te ,
w o r k e d wel l w i t h s c r u m h a l f

S k r o b o t , m a k i n g breaks a t k
every o p p o r t u n i t y . and m o v i n g
the bal l i n t o the U.S. end f o r the
f i rs t t ime .

T h e U.S. s t o o d u p t o the pres-
sure a n d w o r k e d the bal l i n t o

Canada?s end. T h e y o p t e d t o run
o n a n o f f s i d e ca l l against Can-
ada, w i t h H e n d e r s o n m a k i n g a
l o n g r u n to the goa l l i n e whe re a

desperate t a c k l e separated her
f r o m the bal l . T h e Canad ians

t o u c h e d d o w n f o r a 5-ya rd
sc rum, bu t w o u l d no t escape th is
t ime .

A t t he 3 6 - m i n u t e m a r k , U. S.

s c r u m h a l f D e b o r a h D e n n i s pu t
in , a n d the p a c k sco red a c o n -
v i n c i n g p u s h o v e r t r y , c red i ted to
f l a n k e r C i n d y B y s t r a k . Su l l i van
missed the conve rs i on f o r a 4-0
U S A lead at the hal f .

2 n d H a l f

A l m o s t a l l second h a l f posses-
s i o n be longed t o the w o m e n in
red, w h i t e and blue.

T h e U.S. c o n s t a n t l y pressured
in Canada 's end and s h o r t l y a f te r

t he restar t , a g a i n fo r ced C a n a d a
t o t o u c h d o w n in t h e i r o w n end

zone: g i v ing the_U .S . a S-yard

U . S . center , C a n d i Ors in i , b reaks i n t o the c lea r w i t h C a n a d i a n defenders i n p u r s u i t . T h e US w o n

sc rum. T h e A m e r i c a n pack , l o w
a n d s t ra i gh t , d r o v e o v e r the l ine

a n d neatly wheeled f o r Bys t rak to
t o u c h d o w n her second t r y o f the

game. Su l l i van 's conve rs i on was
a g a i n o f f the m a r k but t he U.S.
led, 8-0,

T h e second pushove r try, at 49
minu tes , seemed t o take some-

t h i n g f r o m the C a n a d i a n pack .
T h e U.S. star ted t o p u s h t h e m
a r o u n d a n d h o o k e r , M a r y
M o n e y , stole several t i g h t heads.

C a n a d a relieved the pressure,
b r i e f l y , wi th a 10-yard p e n a l t y
k ick by p r o p Nata l ie S teppacher

bu t t he t ide was f l o w i n g steadi ly
against t h e m , (8-3).

A t t he 6 0 - m i n u t e m a r k , beau-

t i f u l possession f r o m a loose ruck
o n t h e C a n a d a 4 0 g a v e the U S A a
chance to create space. Th is t ime
f u l l b a c k Su l l i van f i l l ed in per-

f e c t l y , t a k i n g the last pass t o
score in the c lear . She missed
c o n v e r t i n g her o w n t r y , bu t n o w
i t was 12-3, U S A , w i t h n o re l i e f

i n sight f o r the Canadians.
C a n a d a showed the i r met t le ,

h o w e v e r , d r i v i n g b a c k i n t o
A m e r i c a n te r r i t o r y , bu t the U.S.
w o m e n were t a c k l i n g eve ry th i ng
tha t moved.

T h e U.S. w a s a l s o w i n n i n g the

l i n e o u t s , t h a n k s t o some a d j u s t -
men ts at ha l f t ime . Canada 's

backs , espec ia l l y w ings P a m
P i c k e r i n g and N a n c y K o u w e n -
hoven , l o o k e d capab le o f b reak -
i n g @ s c o r i n g run, bu t they were
s ta rved o f t he bal l by the U S A

pack .
Meanwh i l e , holes were open-

i n g ever w ider f o r t h e U.S. backs.

In the 70th m i n u t e , S u l l i v a n , t he
s w i f t f u l l b a c k f r o m M i n n e s o t a .

again entered the line. She
capped a long d r i v e by b r e a k i n g
t w o tack les to score her second

t r y (16-3), U S A , n o conve rs i on .
The A m e r i c a n s w e r e p l a y i n g

c o n f i d e n t l y now, a n d be fo re fu l l
t ime f l a n k e r Bys t rak b r o k e to

Canada 's t h i r t y , se t t ing u p nice
second phase f o r the backs .
H e n d e r s o n and Ors in i used the

space, yet again , t o get t he bal l
d o w n close.

T h e U.S. s c r u m was d r i v i n g
t o w a r d s the t r y l i n e bu t instead o f

g o i n g f o r a n o t h e r pushove r .
Cap ta in F lo res p icked u p f r o m
# 8 and d o v e across f o r t he try.
F l y h a l f F r y t o o k u p the k i c k i n g
cho res a n d d r i l l ed h o m e the c o n -
v e r s i o n f o r a f i n a l score o f 22-3,
U n i t e d States.

Postscript
T h i s f i r s t U S A - C a n a d a

women?s test was a d e l i g h t t o
w a t c h . E a r l y on , u n d e r s t a n d a b l e
nervousness kep t p l a y f r o m
b e i n g f l u i d , bu t i t was m o r e t h a n

m a d e u p f o r b y the wi l l i ngness o f
b o t h sides to r u n the bal l f r o m

the set, loose a n d penal t ies .
There is n o d o u b t t h a t t he pace

o f t he women?s game is s lower
t h a n the men?s, w i t h much less
p o w e r f u l k i c k i n g , bu t these are

blessings in disguise. Finesse a n d
t e a m w o r k are a b u n d a n t l y dis-
p layed, and the women?s r u n n i n g
game is f a r m o r e a t t r ac t i ve t h a n
the ghast ly conservat ive sty le o f
the men?s test wh ich f o l l o w e d .

Coaches

M u c h cred i t s h o u l d be g iven t o

J
coaches K e v i n O ' B r i e n (US) ,

D a v i d H o o p e r ( U S ) . and Cana -
da?s l a n H u m p h r i e s t o r p o l i s h i n g
the i r teams so wel l . T h e L S . side
was se l f - f unded b o t h f o r th is
ma tch and t h e i r t r ia ls . O n l y the

u n s w e r v i n g d e d i c a t i o n of p l a y e r s
a n d a d m i n i s t r a t o r s a h k e m a d e

the spectac le poss ib le . ;

A f t e r t he match , U S A R F U
W o m e n ' s C o m m i t t e e c h a i r p e r -

son and c o n v e n o r o f se lectors ,
K a t h y M o r r i s o n , said her M V P
w a s t e a l l y the ?mos t va luab le
pack,? f o r t he fo rwa rds? ste l lar

play. T h e U S A p a c k g r a d u a l l y
took c o n t r o l a w a y f r o m C a n a d a

a n d p r o v i d e d the p l a t f o r m w i t h
wh ich t o s p r i n g O r s i n i and C o .
M o r r i s o n said t h a t t he game p lan

had been ? to ge t the bal l ou t
wide, a n d the pushove r tr ies by

the f o r w a r d s made tha t space
a v a i l a b l e in the second ha l f .? She

praised the p l a y o f f u l l b a c k S u l -
l ivan, w h o s t o o d l i ke a r o c k
under h igh bal ls a n d e n t e r e d the

? line pe r fec t l y to expose seams in

Canada 's line.
C a n a d a t h r e a t e n e d a n u m b e r

o f t imes bu t j u s t c o u l d n ' t m a k e
the last pass. T h e y w o n the l ion 's
shareo f t he l i n e o u t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y
in the f i rs t h a l f , and a l w a y s used

it f o r a t tack . T h e p l a y o f C o r r i n e
S k r o b o t and the gutsy d e t e r m i -
n a t i o n o f the t e a m d r e w pra ise

f r o m eve ryone .
F r a n c e , N e x t ?

Nex t f o r t he A m e r i c a n w o m e n

m i g h t b e France, t he E u r o p e a n

c h a m p i o n . S u p p o r t e d by the
F F R a n d s p o n s o r e d b y A d d i d a s ,
the F r e n c h w o m e n re f lec t t he

state o f all levels o f r u g b y in tha t
coun t ry . A U S A - F r a n c e m a t -
c h u p has u n l i m i t e d po ten t i a l f o r
f ine r u n n i n g rugby .

U S / C a n a d a in June
A n a n n u a l U S A - C a n a d a ser-

ies is a l s o p r o j e c t e d , w i t h the nex t
m e e t i n g ten ta t i ve l y set f o r t he
Saranac L a k e C a n - A m T o u r -

n a m e n t nex t s u m m e r .

U . S . A . C a n a d a
F l a v i n | S t e p p a c h e r
M o n e y 2 C o r b e t

R y a n 3 N e w s h a m
Rees 4 F u c h s

P a c e 5 A l e x a n d e r
He f fe rnan 6 H e l l e r u d - B r o w n

B y s t r a k 7 F a r r e l l
F lores (c) 8 W h i t e (c)

D e n n i s 9 S k r o b o t
F r y 10 R i c h a r d s o n

M i s k o i l P i c k e r i n g
H e n d e r s o n 12 O ' B r i e n

Ors in i 13 H o f f m a n
F a r w i c k * 14 K o u w e n h o v e n

S u l l i v a n |S K o z a k a v i c h
* R e p t a c e d by O n u f r y

Referee : B o b F l o o d ( C R U )


